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Goal: Create a digital experience for university students that will keep them engaged and excited 

about the news by customizing and catering the news to their needs and time restrictions.    



Summary	Statement	|	Storyboard	Assignment	
	

	 The	New	York	Times	will	address	the	demographic	of	university	students	with	a	new	

phone	application	that	allows	for	quick	and	engaging	interactions	with	news	stories.	From	a	

study	done	at	Ball	State	University,	99.8	percent	of	college	students	have	a	cell	phone.	With	this	

information,	NYT	decided	on	a	phone	app	not	only	to	allow	for	the	most	number	of	students	to	

participate	in	the	experience,	but	to	cater	to	how	fast	paced	college	life	has	become.	One	of	the	

app’s	goals	is	to	get	important	news	to	the	students	who	are	too	apathetic	to	go	find	the	stories	

themselves.	To	combat	this,	NYT	will	create	a	‘Front	Page	Stories’	feed	that	shows	up	the	first	

time	the	user	opens	the	app	for	that	day.	If	you	read	50%	of	the	articles	on	this	feed,	the	app	

will	give	you	the	option	to	take	a	news	quiz.	Any	reader	who	passes	the	quiz	earns	a	credit	that	

can	be	used	later	on	to	win	coupons	such	as	‘Free	Coffee’.	In	addition,	the	app	mirrors	the	look	

of	a	social	media	platform	with	‘share’	and	‘like’	buttons	and	a	section	for	comments.	Through	

observations	and	interviews,	college	students	engage	most	with	pictures	and	videos	on	social	

media.	The	NYT	app	would	therefore	format	the	stories	into	square	sized	images	that	have	the	

title	and	opening	statement	on	them.	The	infinite	scroll,	similar	to	Pinterest,	Facebook,	and	

Instagram,	will	give	them	endless	content.	Lastly,	the	new	app	will	allow	for	a	customized	news	

feed.	The	user	will	be	able	to	check	what	categories	of	the	news	he	or	she	is	interested	in	

reading	about.	

	 After	numerous	interviews,	it	was	clear	that	university	students	wanted	to	stay	

informed	on	the	things	that	they	felt	were	important	to	their	friends	and	immediate	social	

circles.	This	app	will	do	just	that.	It	allows	the	user	to	see	content	based	on	views	or	likes,	so	

they	can	read	the	stories	most	popular	in	their	local	area	or	in	the	world.	Unlike	most	social	

media,	this	app	doesn’t	require	you	to	become	friends	or	follow	other	users.	The	user’s	likes	are	

counted	based	on	location,	but	anonymously	shared	to	others.	For	example,	a	story	might	show	

up	and	the	user	would	see,	“15	people	in	your	area	liked	this	story,”	but	not	know	who	those	15	

people	are.	With	this	being	said,	you	do	have	the	option	to	follow	your	friends,	so	the	message	

might	say	“Carol	Reynolds	and	14	other	people	in	your	area	liked	this	story,”	if	a	friend	you	

follow	liked	it.	This	app	is	new,	exciting,	and	innovative	and	will	get	university	students	hooked	

on	the	New	York	Times	news.	
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Hook of the story goes here 
and tells the reader about it.
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My NYT Logo
A custom designed Logo is clickable 
anywhere on the site to return to the 
home page.

Sign In 
A button that toggles to ‘Sign Out’ once 
the user has entered the site.

Navigation Tabs 
Front Page Stories, My 
NYT, and Trending. Hover 
and Active State change 
when clicked.

Header
“Front Page Stories” header 
with title and tagline.
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Save Button
Allows the user to save it in their 
my NYT story holder when they 
slide left.

Arrow
An expand arrow that would slightly ‘pulse’ 
in size to indicate the ability to show more.

Story Selection
The home page displays 
10 ‘top’ news stories and 
features the headline, a 
thumbnail, and a blurb.

5

Moblie Home Page
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Stories
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Headline Goes Here
Image

Hook of the story goes here 
and tells the reader about it.

Headline Goes Here
Image

Hook of the story goes here 
and tells the reader about it.

Headline Goes Here
Image
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Hook of the story goes here 
and tells the reader about it.

Headline Goes Here
Image

Hook of the story goes here 
and tells the reader about it.

1 2
My NYT Logo
A custom designed Logo is clickable 
anywhere on the site to return to the 
home page.

Sign In 
A button that toggles to ‘Sign Out’ once 
the user has entered the site.

4
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Save Button
Allows the user to save it in their 
my NYT story holder when they 
slide left.

Daily Quiz
Users can take the daily quiz by selecting this 
button, or go to their timeline by selecting the 
button above it. 

Story Selection
The home page displays 
10 ‘top’ news stories and 
features the headline, a 
thumbnail, and a blurb.
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Moblie Home Page Continued
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Headline Goes Here
Image

Hook of the story goes here 
and tells the reader about it.

Headline Goes Here
Image

Hook of the story goes here 
and tells the reader about it.

Headline Goes Here
Image

Go to My NYT

Take Daily Quiz
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My NYT Logo
A custom designed Logo is clickable 
anywhere on the site to return to the 
home page.

Sign In 
A button that toggles to ‘Sign Out’ once 
the user has entered the site.

Navigation Tabs 
Front Page Stories, My 
NYT, and Trending. Hover 
and Active State change 
when clicked.

Customized Greeting
A welcome that filters in the 
user’s first name.
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Story Square
The story square is a photo from 
the story or relating to the story 
and serves as the background 
image.

Info Box
In this box, information on how many likes 
and views the story has pop up when the 
box is clicked. Otherwise, the box contains 
a blurb about the story.

Story Filters
User’s can use the filters 
to narrow in on the stories 
they want to read based 
on location and category. 
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Moblie My NYT Page
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Greeting
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Filter: Location
Filter: Category
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Title 
Displays the title of the story.
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My NYT Logo
A custom designed Logo is clickable 
anywhere on the site to return to the 
home page.

Sign In 
A button that toggles to ‘Sign Out’ once 
the user has entered the site.

Navigation Tabs 
Front Page Stories, My 
NYT, and Trending. Hover 
and Active State change 
when clicked.

Story Feature Image
“Front Page Stories” header 
with title and tagline.

6

7

Social Interactions
If a photo story is available, or if 
the user wants to like or share 
the article, these will be buttons 
to do so.

Body Text

Headline/Author5

Moblie Story Page
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Headline Here
By author here

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consec-
tetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam no-
nummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut la-
oreet dolore magna aliquam erat vo-
lutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim 
veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ul-
lamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut ali7
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Hook of the story goes here 
Headline Goes Here

Image

TAB

Hook of the story goes here 
and tells the reader about it.

1 2

3

4

My NYT Logo
A custom designed Logo is clickable 
anywhere on the site to return to the 
home page.

Sign In 
A button that toggles to ‘Sign Out’ once 
the user has entered the site.

Navigation Tabs 
Front Page Stories, My 
NYT, and Trending. Hover 
and Active State change 
when clicked.

Header
“Trending Now” header 
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Like/Remove buttons
Allows the user to like the story, 
which saves it to their NYT, or 
remove it from the feed.

Story Section
Features a stories image, headline, and 
hook. The user can see more by taping 
anywhere in this section. The stories are 
sorted based on likes and views.

Filters
These filters narrow the 
search to local, national, or 
world news that is trending
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Moblie Trending Page
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HEADER
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Headline Goes Here
Image

Hook of the story goes here 
and tells the reader about it.

Headline Goes Here
Image

Hook of the story goes here 
and tells the reader about it.

Headline Goes Here
Image

Local National World
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Style Guide
Background

White
#fffff

Story Text

Black
#000000

Header Text/Buttons

Blue
#293B8E

Accent Color

Red
#BE1E2D

Secondary Accent

Light Grey
#E5E5E5

Logo and Heading (Arial Black)

Subheading (Calibri)

Story Heading (Helvetica Bold)

Story content (Helvetica)

Button text (Helvetica Neue Thin)

Share

Social Button

Social buttons vary based on use 

and can be found on every story 

on the myNYT app.

Saved

Save Function

When swiping a story to the left, 

this element will appear to 

indicate that the story is saved.

The style for the app will reflect a very sleek and modern look. The fonts are sans-serif to 

make all text legible and easy to read. The headings will be bold to make them stand out, 

and the thin fonts on buttons will give them a clean look. In addition, the font family for the 

stories differs from the font family for the headings to create ease and to quickly 

differentiate between the two. 

The color scheme is based on other news applications such as NPR, CNN, and Fox. The 

colors red, white, and blue have a patriotic feel while also using the reds and blue to 

make elements stand out. The background is white to allow for a large area of white 

space, and the story text is black for clean and clear contrast. The color scheme is simple 

to also create a level of trust in our readers. The application is about delievering the 

news, and not about beautifying it. 



my
New York Times Sign In

Front Page MyNYT Trending

Moblie Home Page 

Front Page Stories
Your Daily Update on the Latest News

The rules authorize expelling undocumented 
immigrants who have committed even minor offenses, 
and they make it easier to immediately deport people.

New Trump Rules Allow Far More 
Expulsions 

H. R. McMaster will join Jim Mattis and John F. Kelly at 
the table in the Situation Room, steering a new 
president through the crosscurrents of a stormy world.

3 Generals Bound by Iraq Will Guide 
Trumo on Security

Some Republican legislators encountered boos and 
hostile questions. One attendee gave a senator some 
antacids because he was “going to need them.”

At Town Halls, Doses of Fury and a 
Bottle of Tums

The region is uncertain as the state of play between Is-

Gaza Is Outwardly Rebuilding, but 
Inwardly Fearful

Swipe left to Save Story
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New York Times Sign In

Front Page MyNYT Trending

Moblie My NYT Page 

Good Morning, Madison

Pick a Location

Pick a Category

Alex Rodriguez Embraces 
New Role At Yankee’s Camp

Instead of being in the middle 
of the action, Rodriguez, a 
special adviser...

The Manhattan hotel, which 
will shut its doors temporarily 
for renovations...

The Waldorf is Closing, but 
Its Salad Lives On

Paul Ryan Tours Texas 
Border Area Where Trump 
Wants A Wall

The House speaker, who helps 
control the purse strings on 
Capitol Hill, has said he...

This Joyce season, titled 
“Sacred/Profane,” shows that 
the Martha Graham Dance...

Early Martha Graham: Deep 
Movement, Eternal Mystery
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New York Times Sign In

Front Page MyNYT Trending

Moblie Story Page 

5679

Views Like Share Comment

Paul Ryan Tours Texas Border Area Where 
Trump Wants Walls
By Matt Flengenheimer

MISSION, Tex. — The visitor splashed by boat 
along the Rio Grande, straddling the rippling 
borderline, unseen in a procession of patrol 
vessels.

To the right of him, on the Texas side, sat a row 
of moldering barbecue equipment and a feral 
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New York Times Sign In

Front Page MyNYT Trending

Moblie Trending Page 

Suicide Boming In Somalia

Save

Remove

Save

Remove

Trending Stories
local national world

The threat of deportation, once for only 
those who committed serious crimes, 
has many immigrants in self-imposed 
house arrest.

Immigrants Hide, Fearing 
Capture on ‘Any Corner’

Save

Remove

Guided by a police escort and with a 
bounty of bamboo, apples, biscuits and 
sweet potatoes secure, the motorcade 
carrying one 

Bao Bao the Panda Leaves 
the Beltway Behind



Links	to	Interactive	Experience:	
	
	

1. Let’s	you	swipe	left	on	the	stories	to	save	them:	
	

https://marvelapp.com/2bc7816	
	
	
2. Let’s	you	explore	the	‘location’	filter:	

	
https://marvelapp.com/2bc737a	

	
	


